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Aud the things that thou haſt heard of me among 
many Witneſſes, the ſame commit thou to faithful |} 
Ie, who foal! be able.to teach others alſo. | 
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HESE Words are part of St. Paufs Apoſtolical 
Charge to Ti motiv, when he Ordain'd and Conſtitured 
him firſt Biſhop of the Church of Epheſus. It plainly 
appears from them, that when the Apoſtle placed 
him there, he propoſedto inveſt him with a Power of appoint- 
ing other Paſtors, who might aſſiſt him in the Work of the 
+ * Miniſtry, and who might in due time appoint others. alſo to 
| ſucceed them in that Work; that ſo that Church which he had 
plwKanted, might never want Teachers and Governors for the 
ttme to come. The Apoſtle had before put Timothy in remem- 
France of the gift which was in him by the putting on of hs own hands; 
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for theſe Act. 7 e end of the, : 
 whichy held iben; namely, becauſe Doctrines ſubverting the 
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ter d them, they are not bound to provide for, or maintain 


thoſe their Teachers, unleſs they Change their 1 long 
with them. (43) That there is no ſdch thing as 


ower in the 


4 


A 


* 


than in any Petty Corporation. of | 40 That the Ordaining or 
Conſscrating Men to the Set vice of God, c ridiculous piece of 
Mummery ; (5) and that all Church Cenfures are Tyrannical 


and Unjuſt. 


1 * > 


All this we have been poſitively told of late; and that with 


the greateſt Aſſurance polſible, and with an Equal Perulancy 
and Indecency of Stile. Therefore ſince St. Paut exhorted Ti> 
 mathy to be inſtant in ſeaſon, and out of Seaſon, to ad moniſb, rebuke, 
 exhort, as Opportunity ſhould ſerve; and ſinte the ſame Reaſon 


| &s of Authority would hold to the end of the World, 


(2) Rights of the Chriftion Church, p. 1144 
(3 « No Man's Religion, like his Lands, deſcends from 1 Father to Son; 


* but cytry one, when capable, is to chuſe his own Church. The onlx 
Motive to determine him, Is the Saving his on Soal, It is not his joyn- 


A ing to a Church yeſterday, that obliges him to continue in it to day; 


but a conſtant Ferſonal Liking : ibid p. 23. 24. He, endeavours to. 
prove, p. 22, That it is againſt the Law of Nature, 30 deprive à Man of 


 «pomtribute s the publick Good, but are, as he judges, prejudicial to his 


Soiel > Becauſe none having Power over the Property of others on an 
ſuch Account,conld give their Repreſentatives a greater Power than then 
ſelves had. — People are injur'd, when they are forc d t labour and toil, 


zot for their common Benefit, but for maintaining ſuch Nottous ' as the 


*/ 


- bf the Church of Znglend a ſtarving, and the Diſſenting Preachers too; 
for tiiey may affure themſelves, that it is not High and Lom Church, bur 


once taught, chat tfiey 


_ tirely different Bottom, will 57 fall fg the Ground. hath: 2a1v 1-000 
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Filing 1 be bound; god Revealed Religion, which is built upon an en- 
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Any part of bin Property for t he Maintenance of ſuch Opinions as no mays 


Pub lick receives uo Advantage by. This is a ready way to ſer the Clergy . 


11) This, he ſays, the Magiſtrate has no Right to break in up? 
on: That when Men have choſen their own Religion, they* 7 
may ſet apart whom they pleale to admoniſh and exhott them 
in what they at that time think to be their Duty: "That even 
then, when they have made that Choice, they may alter their 
Opinions as often ds they pleaſe ; and when they have thus al- 


Church, but what is derived from the Magiſtrate; nay, les 


have nothing to do but to liye moxally; and that 
. pofirive laſtitutioni ot᷑ no ſort can bind them any farther, than as they are 


C Chriltian Religion may be taughrand ſpread among Mankind; 
it is our Duty to oppoſe them When they, are taught, and to lay 


{ a . open their pernicious 'Tendency e as WE can. 
Ik we cannot prove our Commiſion from 
do be treated as Deceivers; but if we can, we are bound by 


the Laws of God not to betray our Truſt which in truth is the 
Truſt and Advantage of the People of whom the Providence 


God has committed to our Care. 
In order therefore to ſet th 


ſufficient by the Chriſtian Inſtitution, to fave a Man, unleſs he 


. - politively embraces the Law of Chritt. II. That Faith in Jeſus 


Chriſt without Baptiſm, is not ſufficient to make Men Chri- 


be intended ſhould be perpetual, to Preach the Goſpel, to Ad- 
minilter the Sacraments, and to inflict Cenfures upon Offen“ 
ders. IV. That none but Eccleſiaſtical Officers ought ordina- 


a power to cenſure Offenders, which does not Originally pro- 


# 


Ceed fromthe Licence of the Civil Magiſtrate. And then laſt 
| of all I ſhall prove. VI. That the great Objection which is 


: * 


brought againſt theſe Propoſitions, is of no weight. 


. Pk the 

embraces the Law of Chriſt. The whole Tenor of the New 
> Teſtament runs this way. St. Peter ſays, There 1 no other Name 
under Heaven given among Meh, by, which we muſt be ſaved. Acts 
4. 12. St. Fohn teaches us, Fohn 2O. 3 1. That Jeſus Chriſt was 
tent into the World, that all Men might believe in him; and that 


revealed to Mankind in the Goſpel, 2 Tim. 1. 10. it is plain, 


and. Immortality. The 7ews that cruciſied our Bleſſed Saviour, 
did it ignorantly, 4d, 3. 17. they and their Rulers were not 
. aware of their putting the Lord of Glory to Death; a Zeal for 
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ron from above, we ought 


is whole matter in a dear Light, 
1 ſhall fhew, I. That Morality and a good Conſcience are not 


+. rily toperformtheſe Eccleſiaſtical Offices. V. That they have 


I. That Morality and a good Conſcience are not ſufficient by © 
Chriſtian Inſtitution ro ſave a Man, unleſs he poſitively. 


believing, they might have Life 8 Name: Could they. 
| have had Life otherwiſe, there had been no need of ſending 
bim, And when St. Paul fays, That Life and Immortality are 


the Lawof Moſes, which was given their Anceſtors by Gad him- 
(elt, . them on to do what they did; yet they were Mur- 

! for ſo doing even when they believed they did Gd good 
Service: And they had periſhed in their Sin, and been pumſhed | 
for it as Juda was, had they notrepentedand believed * : 


x | 


— oy i. 


ſtians. III. That Jeſus Chriſt appointed a Prieſthood, which || 


Phat without the Goſpel Mankind could not have had Life | | 


4 8 * 5 ; 1 25 
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godneſs were not 


- Dracmg the Chriſtian Fanh, ñ˙ñ 
But we are told, That in matters of Religion Men are ſtill in a 
ſtate of Nature, without- any SOVEREIGN REPRE- - © 
 SENTATIV E to determine for them, what they ſhall BE. 
LIEVE + PROF ESS *. God indeed is not our Sovereign 
Repreſentative, but he is our Maker, and our FPreſerver; and as 
ſuch has a Right to give us what Laws he pleaſes, and to ppoint 
whom he wills to be his Officers to execute theſe Laws upon 
Earth. If we were indeed ſuch Aut hochtbones, ſuch Sons of the 
Earth, as ſome fancy themſelves to be, then this Liberty con- 
ſequent upon ſuch a State of Nature might have ſome Colour. 
But the Fact is otherwiſe : God has an abſolute Right over us, 
| as our Creator and Preſeryer, and purſuant thereunto has made 
a Declaration of his Will to Mankind, has given them a Body 
of Laws to obſerve, and bas promiſed a Reward, and annexed 
a Puniſhment, to the Obſervance and Neglect of theſe Laws: 
In all this, he has not once asked our Conſent: So that to argue 
from a State of Nature, when the Queſtion is concerning a Po- 
ſitive Law, enacted by a Being that has a competent and an in- 


defeaſible Right to enact it, is irreligious; and to ſeem con- 
cerned for God's Honour, when we ſer aſide his Power and au- 


thority, is to mock him, and ſo in our own Caſes we ſhould 


directly eſteem it. 


- IF then dür Religion was given us by God, and from him im- 


pos d upon Mankind, without a previous Asking of their Con- 


ſent; we can eaſily underſtand, that whatſoever is proved to 
ſuch Obedience does no more depen; upon our Will and Plea- 
ſure, than the Truth of any Propoſition in Mathematics de- 


have been ſo given, muſt be ſubmitted to: and the neceſſity o 
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It is not left to us, whether we Will believe or not. The Ae 


tles were charg d with a "Commiſion poſitively to lay Life or 


2. 
5 


Death before the Sons ot Men; and becauſe they themſelves 


would ſoon fail, they (4) ordain d Elders in every Church, who 
were requir*d'ro commit the Things which they had heard, to faith. 
ful Men, who might teach others 4ʃſ .. 45488 


: = * 5 


Chriſtians. © Baptiſm was underſtood by the firſt Chriſtian to be 
2 Foederal Rite, whereby all that were ſo initiated entred into 
Covenant With God, and obliged themſelves to perform ſuch 


Conditions as the Laws of that Covenant then and there pre- 


been at Liberty befare, they were then actually ty'd up: and 


* 


ligation, as by any Original Contract into which we can ever 


ſuppoſe a Body of Men to have entred for the Preſervation of 


Civil Society. The Apoſtles plainly faid this was: Chriſt's lat 


Order, and they declared that they were Witneſſes of his A: 


into Heaven after he had left them this Inſtruction : fo 


| that if the appointing this Poſitive Rite of Entry be an En- 
-» *croachment upon the Rights of 


- * 


the Apoftlei themſelves. 


% iN 7 


Let us ſee now what was their Practice hereupon. St. Peter 


* 


ip his Sermon at the great Pentecoſt, when the Holy Ghoſt was 


* firſt poured out, converted 3000 Souls: They deſired ro know 
What they ſhauld do to be ſaved ; [ 48s 2. 38. ] Repent ( lays St. 


Peter) and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, 


add your Sins ſhall be forgiven you, and ye ſhall receive the holy Ghoſt. . 
80 St. Philip, one of the Seven Deacons, baptized all the Con- 
verts in Samaria [-AAs 8. 12.] and ſo did allthe Apoſtles by theme 


ſelves, or their Aſſiſtants, wherever they went. 


, 


And indeed what our Saviour proleptically ſaid to Nicodemus, . 
plainly ſhews that by this Inſtitution, Baptiſm by Water is or- 
|. dinarily neceſſarily to Salvation. We may farther obſerve, that 


where God did viſibly inter poſe in the Converſion of Men to 


Chriltianity, where there neither was nor could be any Doubt 
of the Sincerity of their Faith, that even there the ordinary 


Means of Entry into the Chufch, were by Feſus Chriſt's parti- 


4 


„ ” ” 
6. 


*. i 


+8612 gToryorevVes dufoig Thpeo Cvitpss xaoT ν,¶œaͤꝛn. Acts 1 5. 


1 


„ 3 St. PauPs + 
3% „ N TIER: 


* Pl r 


VR ATTEND, = 
* Y 
2 5 


the Stare of Nature was as much broken by that ſubſequent O- 
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Hands abfo 


him to ſend for St. Perer, and St. Peter had another to go to 


him. When St. Peter went, and whilſt he was Preaching, the 


| holy Ghoſt fell upon Cornelius and his erm aß ; and thereby 4 
that which was the Reward of Believing after i was gl. 

ven them before hand, to let St. Peter ſee that the 

no doubt concerning thoſe Men. How then did St. Peter pro- 
ceed ? He immediately asked, Whether it was reaſonable ta 

refuſe Water to thoſe Men who had received the holy Ghoſt, 

2s well 2 8 0 and his Company? L Acts 10. 47. ] And ac: | 


cordingly he baptized them. 


_  . -» Apollos we find was mighty in the Scriptures, and. was inftru- 
# Ctedin the way of the Lord, [Act, 18. 14, 25: 17. e. in the ge⸗ 
 neral Deſign of ſending the Meſſab into the World: Yer be- 
cauſe he knew nothing beyond the Baptiſm, of John, i. e. was 
baptized only in the name of the Meſſiab that was to come, Act: 
3.36. ] Aquila and Priſcilla took him and expounded to him, the 
4 Way of God, i. e. the oe of being initiated into the 


1 
\ 


re could be 


St, Pauls Converſion was & moſt. miraculous of any Man's 
- whatſoever, after Feſw Chri#t aſcended up into Heaven: He was 
thrown down to the Ground by Light from Heaven, and a 
voice accompanying that Light told him that Feſws himſelf ſpake - 
to him, and commanded him to go to Damgſews, where he ſhould 
| hear what he was to. do [ 485 9.6.] When he came thither, _ 
Anami a a Diſciple then in that City, had a Viſion likewiſe,com- * 
manding him to go and lay his Hands upon this future Apoſtle, 
and to ge him, Anani did fo, and by Impoſition of 
bfolved him from his former Sins; con itly where- 
unto he received his Sight, and then baptized him, conſtituting 
him thereby an actual Member of the Chriſtian Church. . 
- The next Inſtance recorded in the ARs, is almoſt as extraor- 
dinary. The Apoithe of the Gentiles was juſt before baptized, - 
and now the Fir# Gentile was to be received into the Church. 
The Fer, if their numbers be conſidered, were in an inconſi- 
derable part of Mankind, for whom in general Chriſt died. 
Therefore ſince Jeſus Chriſt appeared among us as delcended 
from that Nation, to whom particularly the Oracles of Go -* 
were intruſted, and ſince they looked upon all Men as com- 
mon and unclean beſides themſelves, God miraculouſly let them 
- ſee, that the Gentiles had a Title to the Goſpel promiſes as well 
2s they. The Firſt Heathen Convert Cornelis was choſen 'by * 
God himſelf, upon the account of his eminent Piety, to be the 
Firſt Fruits of the Gentile World. He had a Viſion commanding + 
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Church, in the Method which 7% Cbriſt himſelf had-appoin- ; 


| ted. And that thus we are to underſtand this Matter, appears - | 


— 


from St. PauPs Practice in the fame Church of Epheſus, mention- 

ce immediately after, who cauſed all thoſe to be rebaptized in 

* the Name of the Lord Jeu, who had been baptized before on- 

= If WIC. TW. tim [As 19. 1, — .] thereby declaring 

that to be a neceſſary Sacrament, () without which they were 

: & to be looked upon as compleat Members of the Church of 

DE Or oY CC 
III. That 70% Chriſt appointed Eccleſiaſtical Officers, whom 

he intended to be per 7 to preach the Goſpel, to admit Men 
into the Church, and to puniſh Offenders. Of this we have 

ſeveral Proofs, Saint Marthe cloſes his Goſpel with it. Some 

time aftef his Reſur rection our Bleſſed Saviour ſpeaks to the E- 

levyen Diſciples thus: Al Power is given to me in Heaven and Earth. 

Go Te therefore and teach all Nations, 'baptizing them in the Name 

., dof the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt : Teaching them 

so obſofve all things what ſoever I have commanded Ton; and lo, I 

am with Tou to the End of the World. ( Mateh. 18.18, 19, 20.) 

dos 715 owleAuxs T8 A. Our Author would make us be- 
lieve, that this o N,s TE AI-, means no more, than - 
that Je Chriſt would be with his Apoſtles as long as they ſhould 
live and preach the G 20 (x) But the Ale here, denotes the 

Time of the Meſſiah, after which there is to be no farther De- 
claration of the Will of God. Our Saviour therefore promiſed 

he would be with them ache End of the World. Then this. 

Promiſe reaches to the Succeflors of the Apoſtles as well as theme - 

+ ſelves, Teaching and Initiating by Baptiſm are here mention d; 

Diſcipline upon Offenders is added by St. John, when he gives 

an Account of that matter, 7ohn 40. 21, - 232 
Ihe firſt care of Succeſſors, or rather Aſſiſtants in th Church 


* 


| of Feruſalem, which we find in the 4% was when the Seven 
Peacons were appointed: They were indiſputably the loweſt 
Order in the Church; yet there the Church only preſented, 4#s 
5. 5. the. Apoſtles actually approved, and by Impoſition of 5 


4 


2 PL . — — — — _ 1 3 
-- +.:(F), The great Diff. rence between the Baptiſm of John, and that the 
Apoſtles after the Reſurrection, was, That John baptized in the Name f 
| the, Mefizh that was, to come, (fl 19. 4.) they in the Name of Feſw, 

» Meſſiah that was come already, Ns. Is 
2 * * 5 2 0 . : 7+. Lo, N 


Who was che. Was co Pg 
+ (7) Rg le Chriſtian Charch, p. 163. 
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under chem as Vliniſlers in tiking care of the Poor; but alſo to baptite 0 | 


New-Conyerts ; as ve ſee St; Philip afterwards did at Samaria. (*) 


If any Man ever had a Celeſtial Miſſion to preach the Goſpel, it was St. 
Paul: So that he who declared himſelf to be an Apaſtle, not of Men, nei - 
ther by Men, but immediately from 7eſus Chriſt himſelf, needed not, one 
would think, any farther Deſignation by the Governours of the Church to 
ſet about that Work: And yet when he was ſent abroad to preach the 
Goſpel with Barnabas, he was particularly Ordained or Conſecrated by the 
Apoſtles, Before that indeed, St: Paul had publickly declared what won- 
dertul Things God had wroughr for him in his Converſion, and had diſpu- 
ted with the unbelieving Jews, as any other private Chriſtian might do. 
convincing them by his own Expetience that Jeſus was the Chriſt: yet ſtill 
he had no folemn Miſſion: And therefore when the holy Ghoſt commanded 
the Apoſtles to ſeparate Paul and Barnabas for the Work for which he had. 
calle them, they faſted and pray'd, and laid their Hands upon them, and; 

ſent them forth, Act, 13. 3. Saint Paal ordained. Timothy'by Impoſition 

of Hands, when he made him Biſhop of Epheſus; and he ſent Titus into 

rete on purpoſe to govern that Church; whom that he-ordained like» 

wiſe by Impoſition of Hands, we need not queſtion, ſince we have ſeen al. 
ready that it was his conſtant Practice, Xcle gloveiy Hpeo Sue px 8 
E£KKNyoloy, or to ordain Elders by laying on of Hands in every Church, > 
It was one of his Advices to Timothy, to lay hands ſuddainly upon no 
man, leafs he ſhould be partaker of other mens ſins ( 1 Tim. 5. 22.) i, 6. 

Not to receive Offenders too ſoon, into the Church by Abſolution, leaſt 

thoſe Sins ſorgiven by the Church, whilit unrepented of by the Offender, 

ſhould be laid to his door. He was conſtituted Governor of that Church 

by St. Paul, and the Power of governing that Church, and of performing 
all Acts of juriſdiction there, is committed to him alone by the Apoſtle. 
Heis. reminded of his own Ordination, which tho! in the Firſt Epiſtle tze 
Apoſtle mentions, as done by the laying on of the Hands of the Pretbiter ;;; 


o 


4 
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(%) Upon this occaſion, I cannot but take notice of a vile Forgery, which 
has crept into very many Editions of the Engliſb Bible, eſpecially ſince the 
beginning of the late Rebellion. St. Luke tells us, (Acts 6. 1.) That when 
the number of the Diſciples was multiplied, and there was a murmuring 
of the Grecians againſt the Hebrew. that the Ape les ſaid, Look ye out 
even Men--whom WE may appoint over thu Buſineſs, & ag . 
No in many Modern Editions, and even in ſome of Field's beaptiful Cam- 
ridge ones, inſtead of We, It is whom Nr may appoint over this Buſineſt. 
This is a dtrect Corruption of the Text, and it is well known to what pur- 4 
© poſes it ſerved. We ſee what the Peoples Power was in appointing Eccle * 
-Wfiaſtical Officers ; They propoſed, the Apoftles approved and ordained ; 75 


and that, as the Text plainly.ſhews, without calling in any othgg Authori- 
ty to make their Acts valid beſides their o½wi. 
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e in "bis 399855 Epidls; nhichs was 15 La he ever wrote, leaſt Timothy 
or the Epheſians ſhould make a Miſtake, he is reminded of the Gift which 
» Was in him by Impoſition of the Apoltle's own Hangs. (*) From: which, as 
alſo from St. lenatita's Epiſtles, we learn, That tho? the Governors of the 
Church performed no Ads of Authority without their Presbyters, yet the 
Presbyters were preſent as witneſſes. only, not as Fellow Judges, © 
From theſe laſtances, and theſe too not the only. ones which might be 
urged out of the New Teſtament, it appears, that when the Apoſſ les foun- 
ded Churches they appointed Officers of their own, to Baptize, Preach, 
| 4 Ordain and Cenſure ; they acted as Magiſtrates, and appointed Magiſtrates 
EE Fo 5 after them to do the ſame. They had notion of a ſtate of Nature, where- 
n the People were to chooſe their own Religion : They declared it as 
from Gd, and exadted poſitive Obedience to irs Commands in the Name 
of Jeſiu Chrift, who decked himſelf to be the Head of his own Church, 
and in purſyance of that Headſhip, left it in his Life- time as his la In. 
ſtruction with his Apoſtles, To teach Mankind to de all things what fever. 
Jie himſdlf, had commanded, 
IV. That none but Eccleſiaſtical Officereaa n theſe Reclefialti- | 
RE al Offices. The Fact may be plainly proved, by Sc. Luke, and the moſt | 
ant ient Writers in the Chriſtian Church: And when we are ſure of the | 
Practice, we may very juſtly argue from that to the Right. It has been 5 
already ſhewed, That the Firſt Chriſtian Churches were planted and ſet- 
>. rled by the Apoſtles and their Miniſters, whom they ſent forth by virtue 
 .4*” of an Authority given them by Jeſus Chriſt, and not by virtue of any 
Law of Nature empowering Men to chuſe their own Religion, and ro ap- 
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1 oint what Miniſters they pleaſed to preach it to them. We ſee St. Peter 
= commanded the Firſt Converts at the great Pentecoſt to be baptized. Saint 
| _ Philip, one of the Seven Deacons, baptized at Samaria, Saint Peter's Aſſi- 
E .. - Rants baptized Cornelius. and his Company. Saint Paul cauſed the Ephe- 
— 5 fans, who were baptized into 7ohn $ Baptiſm, to be baptized over again 
in the Name of the Lord FE S US. Saint Peter exerciſed Acts of Juriſ- 
 - dition upon Ananias, Sapphira, and Simon Magus. Saint Paul deli- 
1 vered the Inceſtuous Corinthian over to Satan, and afterwards forgave 
x 0h and by virtue of that Forgiveneſs ratified chat Abſolution which the 
hurch of Corinth. had pronunced before. Saint Paul by hig on Authority 
ordined Elders, i, e. Governors where · ever he preached ; and empower d 
Fiemothy and Ntus to do the like; and this too is ſaid te be done without 
due leaft hint of commumcating their Authority vith the Tony; "ou. 
4 pes leſs of receiving it from the People. > 1 
This is all poſitive and plain. We find alſo by the earlieſt Wrirers of * 
_ the Church, That theſe Acts of Juriſdiction were all executed ſolely by 
ng Eecleliadical Hands. We find the Body of the Faichful no where pre- 
| rending to a Power of Performing any of rheſe Acts, in oppoſition to. 
8 W who. had deen _—_— I the Apoſtles, or their Succeſſors, ag 
— F ' 
0 See 1 Tim, 4+ 1 compared mirh x 2 Tim, 1% „ 
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ps © Ty dy | 
Or ieefierd of the church Which news that they 40 not think they tad 
any ſuch, Power. | 

There is but one loſtalce of Baprizing that can with any Saler he. 
alledged to the contrary; and that is the Caſe of Ananias who baptized 
Sr. Paul. Bot then, if he is barely called a Diſeiple, MotOyThg, by Sf. 
Luke, it ought to be proved that he was not ordained, which is impoſ- 
ſible; before any Argument can be drawn. from what he did. And beſides, 
as Interprefers do generally agree that he was ordained, ſo there was a 
very Anciept Tradition that he was one of the LX X Diſciples ; which 1f- 
true puts the Matter out of Controyerſy ; and it is certain that its Truth 
can never be diſproved. Now where a Practice is clear on one ide, a 
1 Negatiye Argument on the other ſide is of no force, Nay, ſince God 
| thought fix not to go out the common Road in the Ceremony of Initiati- 
on in this miraculous Caſe, we cannot reaſonably ſuppoſe that he would 
go out of that Road. in gy SP of the e whos was to Faeroe this 
Ceremony. | 

St. Paul's Deſign in * Epiſtles to Timothy nad Titus v wt to give Bang: 
ing D regions to Goyernors of Churches in all future Ages. Now fince all 
theſe DireQions center in theſe Ecclefiaſtical Officers who were cerrainly 
ordained : Since Timothy particularly was commanded to tranſmit that 
Doctrine which he had received from St. Panl to Men that would teach it 
to the next Generation: And fince himſelf was ſer apart for thar purpoſe. 0 
by Impoſition of Hands; can we think Timorhy was not to rake the fame 
Method afterwards 2. What ſhould lead us to judge otherwiſe? Eſpecially 
ſince ve que the Practice of he! moſt Ancient Ages Hos reel beit 5 
nto. * 43 
| . tell us the Corruprions ts crepe into the Cbuteb, that FRE 
| and erroneous Traditiaus may be traced as early as the Apoſtolical Times, 


, is nothing to the pur poſe. Men are more liable to be miſtaken in Specula- 1 


tive Notions, than in Matters of Practice. How the Apoſtles conſtituted 
the firſt Churches, all the Faithful could know and-ſee ; and they were 
conſequently better Judges in things of that ſort, and eould ſooner diſcern 
any Innovations there, than Wheh they were taught to exſpett a viſible. 
Millennium, and to look for the eoming and reigning.of Jeſus Gs. upon 
the Earih be fore the general Reſurrection. 

In ſhorr, General and Negative Way's ot geaſoniug are not concluſi wwe 
againſt Poſiriye Matters of Fact; and until Evidences againtt this Propo- 
fition can'be brought of equal Strenghr with the Ar en for de. we ale. 
bound to acguieſce in it, ang ts eſteem it true. | 
V. The'Fitrh Thing which I propoſed to ſpeak to, is, Thac tha Ot 
1 cers of the Church have a Power to Cenſure Offenders, which does not 
originally proceed from the Licenſe of the Civil Magiſtrate. When our 
Saviour was to leave his Diſeiples, he told them. Whoſeever Sins e re- 

wit, they are remitted; and "whoſoever Sins ye retain, they are re- 
rained. John XX. 23. 7 This Power he had Promiſe d before in Mat them 
d Au, when he acquainted his ans Pa by way of Varable, of the 17 7 50 
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niſhing and pardoning of Offenders. 
. conclude againſt St. ORs as St, aue, s Silence conclude againſt | 
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eite of God that none chav ould. receive. the Goſpel of Chriſt ſhould 


e ret periſh; and alſo inſtructed them in the Method in which they were 
to proceed with Offenders, (which very Method St. Paul commands Ti- 
 mothy to follow.) After which he ſobjoins theſe Words, Whatſoever Te 


all bind on Earth, ſball be bound in Heaven; and whatſoever Te ſpall - 


looſe on Earth, ſhall be looſed in Heaven, Words which can be rationally 
underſtood of nothing but the Exerciſe. of Acts of Authority and Juriſdi- 
Cction. Bur we are told, that this was peculiur to the Apoſtles, and was 
to jaſt no longer than they lived; that they had Power to inflict Diſeaſes, 
and even Death it ſelf upon Offenders, and ſo could execute their own 
sentences themſelves in ſuch a manner as would be effectually felt. True: 


Bast will not this prove, that Preaching and Baptizing are Temporary In- 
ſtitutions likewiſe, becauſe all miraculous. Powers have long ſinee ceaſed? 


When the Apoſtles were ſent to execute both thoſe parts of their Office, 


our Bleſſed Saviour promiſed that he would be with them to the End of 


ie the World. 80 Sr. Matthew has it. St. John, whoſe Deſign it expreſiy 
Was to fill up what the other Evangeliſts omitted in their Accounts of the 
- Speeches and Actions of Jeſus Chriſt, and who. rarely for that Reaſon re- 


peats what they ſay, mentions only what related to the Authority of pu- 
And St. 70%u's Silence may as well 


3 $ John. SIE 
But further; Is not Goveromentii in its own 8 equally neceſſary at 
one time as at another Can it ſubſiſt without a Power of animadverting 


upon Offenders? Qui vult Finem, vult Media, is 2 Maxim founded upon 


eternal Reaſon, and therefore will certainly hold here. The Primitive 


Church was CCC Tears without the Protection of the Civil NMagiſtrate: 2 


Moſt of that Time it was actually per ſecuted: The remainder it was bare- 


ly. congived at, and the mildeſt Emperors were at moſt but like Gallio, 


(ho was an Officer under one of the gentleſt of them) Men that cared 


5 Ver none of thoſe Things. Shall we ſay then, that the Governors of the 


Church could not lawfully exerciſe a Power over its own. Members whileſt 
it was in that Condition, when we ſee that St. Paul directed Timothy how 
he ſhould proceed in ſuch- Caſes? Or becauſe Men are not ſtricken with 


Death by.a word ſpeaking, like Auanias and Sapphira, or with Blindneſs, - 


like the Sorcerer Elymas, nor afflited with. ſore Diſeaſes, as thoſe were 
whom the Apoſtles delivered over to Satan, therefore there can be no Pu- 
niſhment ?. And when our Saviour told his Apoſtles three ſeveral Times, 
when upon Earch, that the ( upright) Sentence given by the proper Offi- 
cer below, ſhould be ratified above, did not he certainly know his own 

Mind, eſpecially | in a Matter-entirely i in his own Power ? And if ſo, what 


have we to do to contradict it? Are theſe things to be found in Scripture, 


or are they not? If they are, why ſhould we be aovilling to receive this, 
any more than the other Commandments of Jeſus Chriſt? n 


p by We ſes theretore the Neceſſity which thoſe who caſt of all Church 1 
3 koner a are anger, to e Religion WF a Human Inſticurion ; a volun- 


tary | 


2 


un N which Men cntes 1574 as they ſee 1 to ſerve Gel J 
their own Way. But the Bible teaches us other Things. There we Re, 
that Jeſus Chriſt preſcribed a Poſitive law; that he appointed partichla rn 
Men to teach it, and to govern thoſe that obey it; and that it is not left 4 
to the pleaſure. of Mev, whether they will ſubmir to it, or not, 
When the Roman Empire became Chriſtian, this Power was not broke 
in upon: Eccleſiaſtical Officers alone preached, adminiſtred Sacraments, 
and performed Acts of juriſdiction. The Civil Magiſtrate then indeed be- 
comin Head of the Church, and Obedience to. him being alſo expreſly 
commanded by the Law-of Chriſt, he had a Right to concern himſelf 'in 
the Affairs of the Church; the fame Right which the Jewiſh Kings had ia 
the Jewiſß Church: They made Regulations concernings the Temple- 
Service; they put in, and turned out H. Prieſts; they claimed a Power. 
of proceeding againſt Offenders of the Prieſtly Order capitally, if they „ 
deſerved it: In ſhort, they were truly and properly Supreme Governors, 
under God, of that Church. But they performed no Sacerdotal Acts ian 
their own Perſons; they offer d no ers; they made no Atone- 
ments, nor did they burn Incenſe: 4k See Fe Caſe 72 K. Uriah, * Chron. 
XXVI. 16. 2.1 oh 
The ſame Things hold with ws." The Articles of od Religion declare, 
© That nothing in Doctrine or Diſcipline ought to be ordained, contrary - 
4 to the written Word of God: [ Art. XX, ] That they are to be accur- 
*'{ed, that preſume to ſay, that every Man ſhall be ſaved by rhe Law or 
% Se& which he profeſſeth; ſo that he frames his Life according to that 
WE Lav, and the Light of Nature; and that becauſe the'Scriptures ſet out 
4 only to us the Name of Jefus Chriſt, whereby Men mult be ſaved: 
g = LF XVIII. ] That no Man has a Power to Preach, or to Adminiſter | 
the Sacrements, but he that is thereunto lawfully called, and ſent: 
That thoſe are lawfully called, who are choſen and called by Men who 
have publick Authority to call and ſend Miniſters into the Lord's Vine- 
yard. [ At. XXIII. And that thoſe that are Excommunicated by 
« opem Denunciation of the Church, ought tô be avoided, till they are 
4 received into the Church by the judge that hath Authority thereunto. 
L Art. XxXXII I.] All theſe Articles haye had the Civil Sanction ; not be- 
cauſe they were not otherwiſe true and binding, but becauſe the Supreme 
Civil Powers, thought in their Duty to declare, That they would by their 
Authority add Weight to thoſe Doctrines and Practiſes, which otherwiſe 
might have had much leſs Force with per verſe and obſtinate Men, who 
Vvould have deſpiſed and vilified the mere Laws of the Church, 
That Reclefiaſtical | Juriſdiction ought to be under the Regilation of be. 
Civit Magiſtrate, in a Chriſtian Country, is certain: And yer it is pot in 
the Power of the Civil Magiſtrate at the ſame time to take it quite away. 
o that ſhould he either apoſtatize from Chriſtianity, or dire dly perle- 
ute the Church of God, it would then have equal Power to inflict? Cen- 
ures Kceleſiaſtical, without obalolring him, as it had before the T me * 
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1 
© the Rights of the Chriſtian Church brings againſt what has been Haid; an 
That is, The Abſurdity of two. Independent Powers in one State at the Jan 
"Time: And here 1 may veature to (ay, that che long Detail of Argul 
ments, which he produces from the Nature of Government to Rrenghitcrf 
bis Aﬀertion, is norhing to the purpoſe. The Power of, the Church in # 
Chriſtian. State, is 2207 independent upon the Civil Magiſtrate, tho it i 
der iued from a higher Original. It is only: to be exerciſed in Mat ters of 
its own Juriſdiction ;' i. ei in Caſes of nianifeſt and flagrant Violation off 
the Law's of Chriſt. When it meddles out of that Sphere, or when in 
. rhat ir-weakens the Magiſtrate" s Hands in the Execution of his Duty, if 


| the Law's of Chriſt, - that very Violation is an Injury likewiſe to the civil 
1. Power; unleſs it be in the ſingle Caſe of denying of Jeſus: Chriſt; . which 
Ven it is e 


dile its own juriſdiction, without any Dependance upon the Civil — 1 


Man can fay, can break it; and if i it has not, it is not in Wr Lower 00 
Man to give it. 


; 310 Limits, and the Caſes and Perſons upon which it is to be exerciſed, | 


| exerciſe it, the Magiſtrate has nothing to do to alter them. Ile is indeed ; 
actually Head of the Church: He is immediately e to God for 

its Well-being, and obliged to take care of ir. Upon that Score it is, 
that he has a Right to Limit the Exerciſe of the juriidiction of the Church. 


Pover; if it is derived from a higher Authority than his on, fo, 0 
the better: His Power is ſtrengthened, when Men are taught to obey, no 1 
barely for Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience ſake. And if the Power of th 


iũt into other Hands. If then, as I ſaid juſt now, he apoſtatizes, or per- 

ſecutes the Church; it is then where it was at firſt, and has equal Power 

| over its own Members, that it had before. Conſtantine s Time; and 55 
ſuch Revolt or Perſecution, he is juſtly ro be ſuppoſed to throw: himſelf 
out of it, and to take no farther Care of i it, or of Uh: Tags elſe that 
belongs to 2M 


bear: I (hall only therefore crave. your. Patience ro confider along with 4 
me, to what pernicious Purpoſes the Principles of this Author tend; and 1 
_ dw palpably uajuſt, and at thig time too, how 3 1 furious al 
| ut "I the Cl Gr 4 the Ch * of England | is 


* N — 


4 


VI, I come now. to o the ey. + HEY which ah NAG Alert: 4 


Cenſures are null: But in all Caſts where there is a manifeſt Violation ff 


vnd by the Civil Power, that Injutition ought not to bY 
obey'd. In char. Caſe no Act of Parliament cari-oblige;- and v here ever the 
Authority of the Civil Magiſtrare ceaſes, the Church has a Righe raexer! 


Since therefore Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction can ordinarily be exerciſed 
under Chriſtian Princes, ih no Caſes but ſuch. as ſtrengthen the Princes 
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Church kas ſufficienc Aithority from a Divine Commiſſion, nothing bie 


In one word : krcledaſiesl Jariſdifion in a Chriſtian State; 16, as tol 


under the Care of the Civil Government. As to the Perſons that are to 


ö 


when he has no Power to take it quite away, or to put the Execution 0 


, 


Fl 


This 1 take to hs 2 true, tho? has * af this a; The dime 
will not give me leave to enlarge upon it as much as the Subject would 


Cs 


e 


if ak eachbrs; came to you Ba e Sac pals: or as 857. 
dul ſpeaks, with the cunning craft ineſi of thoſe that lye in wait to b. 


zinſt God, are the only puniſhable things; (29 ) would let in even thoſe 
ices, "Which it pretends to puniſy. Nothing ; in its Nature can oblige 
he Conſcience, . but a thorough perſuaſion that God diſlikes, and there- 
ore will puniſh, or approves, and therefore will reward. And nothing 
in ſhake ſuch a Perſuaſion more effeRually than 'a Declaration that Men 
n ia and ought to have Liberty of chooſing their own Religion as they 
9Wpicaſe, Toleration of Chriſtians that differ from us is one. thing, and 
ecn a Declaration ( which ourDiſenting Brethren would abhor as much 
Avi is we) ! is another. And I am verily perſuaded, that all the Conſcienti- 
ches Diſſetiters in England would be 4 155 ſorry that the Liberty of exer- 


vever deſigning Men may inſinuate, we are very far from repining at 


a Jeſus Chriſt is abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation. | 
iſegh Our Author through a. great part of his Writings artificially 85506004 5 
91 the Uſurpations of Popery with the Proceedings of the Clergy of our 

Church that are Authoriz'd by Law. This is not fair. And that our 
Iprieſt mult be expoſed to Scorn, for what the Popiſh Prieſts did before 
ibe Reformation, is unjuſt. What have our Prieſts to do with what is or 


ejve, yet even then to teach Men that Religion is juſt what they will 
ake it themſelves, and that bare Immorality, and open Blaſphemy a- 


ling their own Worſhip, which the Law allows them, (and which what- 1. | 
8 accidentally be a Means of bur weakening the Belief, that Faith | 


E has been done in the Church of Rome? Beſides, what ſhall we fay of the 3 


firſt Retormers abroad ? Were not Luther, Zuinglius, Bucer, and innu- 
merable ethers among them Prieſts ? and among our felves, were nor 

N cranmer, Latimer, Ridley, Farrar, Philpot, Rogers, and in a manner 
all our firſt Reformers Prieſts ? Or did they loſe that Character after they 

MJ oppoſed the Church of Rome? All the Spiritual part of the Reformation, 

shich confiſted in opening Mens Eyes, and in making them ſeafible of 
WF the weight of that Yoak under which they and their Anceſtors had beer? 

is, ſo long enſlaved,* was performed by Prieſts : And without them, the ne- 
che ceſlity of what the N zug dra did, would never have been ſulkcienr- | 
off ly underſtood. 
Aud farther, If in our Times any Men have for By: ende ot their eu 
er caried che Power of the Church roo far, is what they ſay a Law? Ought 
by the Office to ſuffer for the Miſcarriages of partieular Mea? 18 that thought 1 
ſeif aut in other Caſcs ? Beſides, have nor others, and they as eminent Men 


hat of their own Order, taken as much Pains either in aferting publick Li. 


berty, or in doing Juſtice to the Supremacy of the Civil Magiſtrace in. 
ime Matter Eccleſiaſtical, and in ſetting it in a true Light? And is our nice 
uld Eaquirer into Ancient Canons and Modern Clams, ignorant ot all this. 
ach . Do th Clergy of the Eftabliſh'd Church claim any thing in Tem- 
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Ws. wore 12 5 what the Law's 7 * the "It ; chey . . 
do contribute ang; thing more towards Wer Aba than what 
* "Repreſentatives. of theſe very Laity or of their Anceſtors; have 7 on 
"them a Right to claim? That their NMaintenghce. 0 — is MW 
'. td by the Law's, ſcems te be one of pur Author's greatelt —. 2 
who el} us, 7 bat not hing is found mir e efeftual to keep a pragmat 7 
3 within ſome Bowndls, than th be pprebef en of baving '# Staff 
. of Shoes laid a5 his Door. * It is that which” under God got 
6 very great way ares up Religion among vs, becauſe that lis a cer 
5 eee ä and able Men: to 9 5 them ly fg to that | 
Wy oyment. r | 
IF EY 15 is a WO! —_ ting _ Tab £60, ade of this: Lind; | ö 
N LE would. be thought ro. compliment the Government, ſhould: 'be fen: 5 
broad. The Queen and the Two Houſes: of Parliament have though] 
nectſſary ro. quiet the Minds of the P cople, by declaring tflat the 
. in danger, and (vhich is a neceſſary, Conſequence of that Dec 
ration) that they will cake all poſſible Care t6 leave it ſaſe to Pofteri 
We receive that Declaration with great Thankfulneſs ; and we ſho 
think our ſelves very -ill Subjects ſhould v doubt ot che Sincerity 2 
"ad of her Majeſty, and of the Two Houles of Parliament in this matt 
We cannot therefore but think all Diſcourſes of this kind to be Seditic 
1 25 5 as well 486 Unchriſtian, and rending only toſcnflgche and 'exalperate if 
| . Minds of thoſe whom our Governors have gracioufly declared, and till 
more than once very lately. that they will protect and defend, And whi | 
Her Majeſty, like a true Mother of all her People, exhorts them with 1 


& - 0 


— 


* 


3 4 LE ve Warmth and Earneftneſs to live at Peace and Amity with one 
3 votber, what can more effeQually. undermine. und 1 all — Pic 
11 88 than ſuch Find Ne MUG theſe?” 5 "5M 
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"Bern, hich — 6987, Her whole . Reign. te knows us do be {6 
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